H 



Everyone’: 
About HARF 


An Entertainment Magazine About Books and the People Who Love Them 


:>vvi;lemc 
















A Wizardly 

CONTEST 

TYy your luck with Beyond the Cover’s spellbinding Harry Potter 
TVivia Contest Just correctly answer 30 questions and send them 
in along with your entry form. But be forewarned! 

We may have mischievously thrown in a few tricky ones! 

PRIZES: 

1 Grand Prize winner will receive a $50.00 gift certificate to their 
local bookseller and copies of the first three Harry Potter books. 

2 Second Prize winners will receive a $50.00 gift certificate to 
their local bookseller. 

25 Third Prize winners will receive Beyond the Cover T-shirts. 

Extra Credit questions do not have to be answered, but can count in place of a wrong answer in the first 30 questions. 

So do your research. You can get them all—we know it! 


Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City_State_ Zip 

Age: _ e-mail address _ 

Phone number (solely for notification purposes): _ 

Where did you get this issue of Beyond the Cover?_ 


Send your entries to: Beyond the Cover Wizardly Contest, Ingram Book Company, One Ingram Blvd. Mail Stop 697, LaVergne, 
TN 37086. Entries must be postmarked by July 31,2000. All entries will be eligible for drawing to choose winners. Only one entry 
per person will be allowed in the drawing for first place. Associates or customers of Ingram Book Group Inc. and/or its affiliate 
companies and the associates’ immediate families are not eligible to participate in this contest or drawing. Prizes may not be 
redeemed for cash or other consideration. This contest is void where prohibited. This contest is sponsored by Beyond the Cover 
and Ingram Book Group. For a copy of the Official Rules, write Beyond the Cover Wizardly Contest, Ingram Book Company, One 
Ingram Blvd. Mail Stop 697, LaVergne, TN 37086. By entering this contest entrants agree to be bound by the Official Rules and 
that the Official Rules govern all disputes. For an alternative form of entry, simply send us a postcard with your name, address 
and telephone number. 

Stump the Writers: 

Email us some tough trivia questions of your own to information@beyondthecover.com Anyone who can stump the writers, gets 
a FREE T-shirt. Please include your full name, and address at the bottom of your email. 


1. How many books have been written 
in the Harry Potter series? 

2. What is the full name of the author of the series? 

3. Who is Harry’s uncle? 

4. Who is known as the Lord of Darkness? 

5. Who is Cornelius Fudge? 

6. What does Riddikulus do? 

7. What is Azkaban? 

8. Name the four houses of Hogwarts. 

9. What does the Mirror of Erised do? 

10. What is a muggle? 

11. What are knuts? 

12. What do you call a wizard who can talk to snakes? 

13. What is an Aragog? 

14. Who was imprisoned for 12 years in the body of a rat? 

15. Who is Gyrffindor Tower’s resident ghost? 

16. What is the name of Hagrid’s pet dragon? 

17. Where can Moaning Myrtle be found? 

18. What are mudbloods? 

19. What was the name of Ron’s failing family owl? 

20. What is Harry’s uncles’ profession? 

21. How did Dobby gain his freedom? 

22. Who is Harry’s classmate nemesis? 

23. What train stop did the Hogwarts express 
load its passengers? 

24. What is flue powder used for? 

25. Who is Gilderoy Lockheart? 

26. How does the wizarding world send mail? 

27. What position did Harry play on the quidditch team? 

28. Name 2 fellow Gryffindors 

29. What is the name of the Wizard bank? 

30. Who is Hogwarts’ resident poltergeist? 

Extra Credit: 

1. Name at least 3 of the spells guarding the 
sorcerer’s stone. 

2. Name the 2 kinds of balls used in quidditch. 

3. Name the pets of Harry, Hermione and Ron. 
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the Cover" 

July 2000 

Welcome to July! This month we bring you the larger-than-life 
characters we loved as children and continue to enjoy as adults: 
Nancy Drew, who celebrates her 70th anniversary, and Harry 
Potter, the new wiz kid on the literary block. With Nancy Drew 
sleuthing her way through 338 mysteries and sales of the first three 
Harry Potter books topping $30 million, we think you’ll find the 
people behind these two powerhouses quite intriguing. 

One thing not allowed this month is boredom! If a slew of new 
novels doesn’t quench your taste for adventures through the 
romances, mysteries, spy thrillers, and coming-of-age stories we 
profile this month, why not dive into our suggestions for unique 
crafts? Whether you’re weaving a basket from strips of film nega¬ 
tives, quickly creating a fabulous stuffed animal, or looking for 
ideas for summer camp projects, there’s a stimulating, creative 
book out there just for you. And, for those of you headed for the 
beach—or the backyard sandbox—a new book on sandcastles 
is an absolute must. 

Find out why author Eric Jerome Dickey is having the time of 
his life, and how Hank the Cowdog and his creator bring their own 
rousing brand of fun to the ranch. Award-winning television pro¬ 
ducer/reporter and author Linda Ellerbee "gets real" with us, and 
noted cookbook author Diane Rossen Worthington whets our 
appetites with a tantalizing taste of the summer months. 

We at Beyond the Cover are committed to bringing you inter¬ 
esting, entertaining, and informative interviews as well as insight 
into the world of books. We’d love to hear from you. Send us an 
email at: information@beyondthecover.com. 

All the best, 

The Staff 


Beyond the Cover ™ is published by Ingram Book Group 
One Ingram Blvd. / PO Box 3500 / La Vergne, TN 37086-3500 
e-mail: information@beyondthecover.com 
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Subscriptions to Beyond the Cover are available for $7.50 a 
month per 100 copies. Contact us at 1 -800-937-8000 ext 35019 
or e-mail subscriptions@beyondthecover.com for information. 
All material ©2000 by Ingram Book Group unless otherwise 
noted. Price and availability of books subject to change. 
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for Steamy 



Summer Reading 


BY CINDY KELLY 


V acation time is here and we’ve 
got some of the season’s 
hottest novels perfect for 
relaxing on a warm, lazy summer day. 
Included are stories of suspense, 
good deeds, coming-of-age, and, 
of course, love. 

There’s always a chance that 
dreams will still come true—no matter 
how many years you’ve had them. A 
childhood dream came true for 
romance author Fern Michaels recent¬ 
ly with the delivery of her very 
own playhouse. 



“I grew up on the wrong side of 
the tracks and all the other little girls 
had playhouses, but I didn’t,” Michaels 
recalls. “That was the thing back then 
to have a playhouse. I used to ask my 
mother, ‘Do you think they’ll invite me 
to play in their playhouse?”’ Her moth¬ 
er would truthfully answer, “No, prob¬ 
ably not.” 

Then earlier this year, as she 
was browsing a mail-order catalog, 
Michaels saw it—the playhouse of 
her dreams. The charming white cot¬ 
tage playhouse now sits in the yard of 


the bestselling author’s 300-year-old 
restored farmhouse. “It has five win¬ 
dows that open, a loft, built-in book 
shelf, pine floor, chandelier, electric 
outlets, Dutch doors and window 
boxes,” she des¬ 
cribes. “(I’ve) 
received so many 
‘house warm¬ 
ing’ gifts that 
I’m in awe. I 
guess the kid 
in us all stays 
forever and ever.” 

With play¬ 
houses on her 

Listen to Your Heart mind and a trip 
Kensington to New Orleans 

in her sched¬ 
ule, Michaels used both as the setting 
of her latest novel, Listen to Your 
Heart. Set in the steamy Louisiana 
city, her heroine owns, with her twin 
sister, a catering business with their 
offices in a converted childhood play¬ 
house. With her sister happily 
engaged, Josie Dupree is too busy for 
love. But when Paul comes into her 
life, strange things happen to Josie. 
She hears music that isn’t there and 
smells her deceased mother’s favorite 
cologne in an empty room. Mom, 
she realizes, is sending her a mes¬ 
sage about finding love where one 
least expects. 

What if everyone in the world did 
a good deed for three people—and 
what if each of them “paid it forward” 
by doing a good deed for three more 
people, and so on, until the world was 
a different place? In Pay It Forward , a 
12-year-old boy completing a school 
assignment inadvertently changes the 


world with this 
touchingly 
simple idea. 
Author Cather¬ 
ine Ryan Hyde’s 
story triumphs 
the human 
spirit with a 
down-to-earth 
look at the 
virtue of inno¬ 
cence and faith 
in people. 

In Bee Season , nine-year-old 
Eliza Naumann has never felt she fit 
into her gifted family until she discov¬ 
ers her unusual talent for spelling. 
After winning the local contests, she 
suddenly finds herself in center stage, 
no longer liv¬ 
ing in the shad¬ 
ows of under¬ 
achievement. 
Her success 
changes the 
dynamics of her 
family in ways 
no one could 
have imagined. 
The outcome 
of this tale 
about a family 
coming unrav¬ 
eled is as startling and unconventional 
as the writing is from talented first¬ 
time novelist Myla Goldberg. 

Iris Johansen delivers her latest 
novel of breathtaking suspense and 
explosive adventure in The Search. As 
part of an elite K-9 search and rescue 
team, Sarah Patrick and her golden 
retriever have a gift for finding what 
no one else can. Now she is coerced 



ii 

Forward' 


Catherine 
Ryan Hyde 


Pay It Forward 
Simon & Schuster 



Bee Season 
Doubleday 


into tracking down a ruthless killer. 
But as she hunts her prey with stun¬ 
ning accuracy, she becomes the object 
of his wrath as 


IRIS 


t! * 


SEARCH 


The Search 
Bantam 


a murderer plans 
terrifying ven¬ 
geance. 

Marching 
to the offbeat 
tune of her 
own very differ¬ 
ent drummer, 
the heroine of 
Crazy for Corn¬ 
elia is an irre¬ 
pressible force. 
Dubbed “Corny the Crazy Deb” by the 
press, she is constantly trying to 
escape the party girl image they por¬ 
tray her as. When a financial whiz 
shows up to save her father’s invest¬ 
ment banking firm—as well as saving 
Cornelia from 
the path of a 
runaway lim¬ 
ousine—she 
finds herself 
stuck working 
with him to 
thwart a dia¬ 
bolical plot that 
could mean dad’s 
ruin. Author 
Chris Gibson, 
raised in the 
same gilt-edged 
world as his heroine, describes that 
glittering milieu as only an insider can. 

If nothing here tickles your fancy, 
check with your local bookstore or lib¬ 
rarian. They’ll be glad to suggest other 
interesting titles. Now get out there 
and get reading. 



Crazy for Cornelia 
Warner Books 
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A Story of Secrets 

Duo Embark on Cross-Country Trip to 

Unravel the Mysteries of Life and Einstein's Brain 

- BY LAUREN LEXA - 


W hen author Michael 
Paterniti went looking for 
answers to what drives 
people’s lives and their 
place in the universe, he took with him 
two unusual traveling companions— 
an 84-year-old pathologist named 
Thomas Harvey and Albert Einstein’s 
brain. 

In 1955, Harvey performed the 
autopsy on Einstein. From that grew 
an urban legend that Harvey had 
removed the noted scientist’s brain— 
in the name of furthering science by 
studying it for clues into Einstein’s 
genius. Then Harvey disappeared. 
Through a chance conversation three 
years ago with his then-landlord, 
Paterniti not only realized the 
Harvey/Einstein brain story was true, 
but he found himself with the “lost” 
pathologist’s phone number. 

“This was a story that for so many 
years was just this huge myth. This 
urban legend,” Paterniti says of the 
unusual story he tells in Driving Mr. 
Albert: A Trip Across America with 
Einstein’s Brain. “Most people had 
heard some snippet of it, but nobody 
ever really gave credence to it. But, it 
was all true in a way that this guy 
(Thomas Harvey) had stolen the brain 
and disappeared for 45 years.” 


machine. Paterniti had given himself 
three more chances before abandoning 
the effort when Harvey unexpectedly 
answered the phone. With that, their 
journey began. 

“The story begins with the autopsy. 
With this moment when the spirit 
of Einstein is released. And part of 
that spirit is taken away by Harvey 
in the form of the brain,” Paterniti 
says. “The first time Harvey actually 
showed me the brain, I just wasn’t 
prepared for that.” 

He softly chuckles, still amazed by 
the memory of Harvey walking into 
the room with two large glass 
cookie jars “...full of what looked 
to be chunks of chicken in a golden 
broth: Einstein’s brain chopped into 
pieces ranging from the size of a 


"But, it was all true in a way that this guy 

(Thomas Harvey) had stolen the brain 

and disappeared for 45 years." 


Paterniti, then 32, called Harvey 
for four months. Daytime, night, and 
even midnight, the phone went unan¬ 
swered. There was no answering 


turkey neck to a dime. A swirling 
universe unto itself: galaxies, suns 
and planets. It seemed to glow.” 

Harvey wanted to give the brain to 


Einstein’s granddaughter Evelyn. So 
Paterniti and Harvey set out on a 
cross-country trip through many of 
Harvey’s haunts. “It was a great story 
about the secrets we keep and the faith 
we have, even if it’s kind of an oddball, 
sideways faith.” Paterniti says. “In the 
end, for me, Dr. Harvey is a true believ¬ 


preserve the brain until technology 
could unlock its secrets. “The whole 
idea of Einstein and Harvey—these 
two characters span the entire centu¬ 
ry,” Paterniti says. “You have the 
whole history of that century with you. 
So I just kinda sat there 11 days wait¬ 
ing for him to tell me something that I 
needed to know from somebody who 
was 84-years-old. The whole idea that 
here was this generation that lived the 
big events of the century.” 

When Paterniti and Harvey met 
Einstein’s granddaughter Evelyn, she 
didn’t want the brain. Harvey then 
entrusted it Dr. Elliot Krauss, who 
holds Harvey’s previous post as pathol¬ 
ogist at Princeton Hospital. “What will 
he (Krauss) do, now that he’s the care¬ 
taker of Einstein’s brain? That’s a very 
good question,” Paterniti says. 


"It was a great story about the secrets we keep 
and the faith we have, even if it's kind of 
an oddball, sideways faith." 


er. His commitment and faith in this 
single object—which in itself embod¬ 
ies both science and religion—leads 
him to this place of grace. Here you 
have this weird Einstein brain fame and 
the self-effacing pathologist who kept it. 

“To visit all these places, to visit 
Los Alamos—the town that in an indi¬ 
rect way Einstein is the founding 
father of—to visit all these places with 
Einstein’s brain in the trunk (of a 
rental car)...” Paterniti pauses for 
another slight chuckle. 

According to Paterniti, Harvey 
believes he was following Einstein’s 
wishes and that he was entrusted to 


“The brain is kind of a Maltese fal¬ 
con. There are all these people who 
want it, all these competing interests. 
There is a feeling of awe conferred 
to you that you might, by being in 
the proximity of the brain, somehow 
become smarter for it, to see more 
deeply into the universe.” 


Driving Mr. Albert: 

A Trip Across America 
with Einstein’s Brain 
Dial Press 
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BY LAUREN LEXA 



"So my books took me inside myself, and 

then they took me everywhere else. 

I have always had a love of children's books." 


O nce a shy child who escaped 
into the fantasy world of 
books, Linda Ellerbee now 
writes children’s books for 
and about real children with real con¬ 
cerns in the real world. 

The latest in her “Get Real” series 
has middle schooler Casey Smith 
investigating a strange epidemic 
infecting her classmates—First Dance 
Flu!!! And, yes, the three exclamation 
marks are an essential element of the 


name. In the course of her mission to 
report on the Flu!!!, Casey, the girl 
reporter, has her hands and notebook 
full: she uncovers a school sponsorship 
scam that promises more than it deliv¬ 
ers, and she tracks down school van¬ 
dals. Oh, along the way she also snags 
her crush and ends up deciding a 
school dance isn’t that bad after all. 

The award-winning author, jour¬ 
nalist, and TV producer says the Casey 
series grew out of her own life, career, 
and the “Nick News” program she pro¬ 
duces for Nickelodeon. “In my own 
childhood, I was an only child. A shy 


the series) comes from all the years I 
spent as a big people journalist. You 
notice I have trouble with the word 
‘grownup’ or ‘adult.’ And, then, I’ve 
spent the last nine years listening to 
children on ‘Nick News,’ so I have the 
opportunity to hear what’s on their 
minds. What’s important to them. 
Some things are the same things that 
were on our minds. And some things 
are things we never had to worry about 
like marketing in school. Some of the 
other issues we’ve taken on or are tak¬ 
ing on are cliques, what it feels like 
being an outsider, school security 


child, but not a quiet one. We would go 
on vacations, and my parents would 
say things like ‘See that group of chil¬ 
dren playing in the park over there? Go 
over there and introduce yourself and 
tell them you want to play.’ Oh, how 
painful that was! So I retreated to 
books. And, in my books, I found a 
world where a shy kid 
could do anything. 
And I also found a 
world full of possibil¬ 
ities for girls that I 
was not seeing in the 
real world around me 
in the ’50s. So my books 
took me inside myself, 
and then they took me 
everywhere else. I have 
always had a love of chil¬ 
dren’s books. 

“The second part (of 


measures in the wake of school shoot¬ 
ings—these all come from real kids 
and real issues today,” Ellerbee says. 

“I stop and remember when I was 
a kid in the ’50s. Everybody says, ‘Oh, 
what a perfect time to be a kid. It was 
“Ozzie and Harriet” and all that’, 
except every Friday at noon, they set 
off a siren at my school, and I climbed 
under my desk and put my hands over 
my head and practiced for when the 
Russians were gonna drop the hydro¬ 
gen bomb on me. And although no one 
ever explained it to me very much, I 
lived in constant fear that nuclear 
bomb was gonna wipe me and my fam¬ 
ily off the face of the earth,” she con¬ 
tinues. 

“So maybe it was easier in the 
’40s. Well, I guess it was easier to be a 
kid in the ’40s except that we were 
involved in a world war. So the ’30s, 


yeah, well I guess if the Depression 
didn’t touch you, it was pretty good. So 
let’s go back to 1910. Before World 
War I. That must have been a great 
time to be a kid. Yeah, except the 
majority of kids went to work at age 
12. I’m not sure there’s ever been a 
time that children could ever escape 
the world around them. I wanted to 
write about kids who live in real worlds 
and who were passionate about chang¬ 
ing it, about making it better. And who 
aren’t perfect.” 

Expressive and eloquent about her 
passions for children and reading, 
Ellerbee says books are “.. .a wonderful 
gift for so many children whose family 
life might not be the best, and who 
may not be in the best of circum¬ 
stances to find out they’re not alone. 
And finding out you’re not alone is one 
of the biggest gifts that books give us. 

“I want kids to know that I have 
never met a grownup or a kid to whom 
I have asked the question ‘Did you at 
some time in life feel like an outsider?’ 
to which the answer was not ‘yes.’ 
Every one of us feels like an outsider at 
one time or another. Everyone feels as 
though we don’t fit in, that everybody 
else knows something we’re not onto. 
So if in these books I can help kids see 
that, oh, that would be wonderful,” she 
says almost wistfully. & 


Get Real #4 
Girl Reporter 
Snags Crush! 
HarperCollins 
Children’s Books 
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AUDIO BOOKS 



Hank the Cowdog Bumbles 
and Barks His Way Through 
Adventures at the Ranch 


BY AMANDA KINARD 


W est Texas author John 
Erickson’s skillful mixing 
of true-life experience, 
out-and-out silliness, and 
adventure has gained his Hank the 
Cowdog series a faithful following of 
children and adults alike. 

Born and raised in West Texas, 
Erickson attended the University of 
Texas and then spent two years at 
the Harvard Divinity School in 
Massachusetts. When he returned to 
his home state in the late 1960’s, he 
began publishing short stories while 
working full-time as a cowboy, farmer, 
and ranch manager. Hank and his side- 
kick Drover, the bumbling pooches 
who star in the bestselling series, were 
actual dogs Erickson worked with. 

His Hank the Cowdog was born in 
1982. Erickson says, “I’d been making 
the mistake a lot of young writers 
make—I was writing without knowing 
much about my subjects.” But then 
Erickson wrote a humorous short 
story on a subject he knew very well— 
animals and ranching. When he read 
“Confessions of a Cowdog” aloud at 
gatherings, it received such acclaim 
that Erickson decided to write a 
sequel. Soon after, he borrowed $2,000 
to start his own publishing company, 
Maverick Books. It was a daring 
move—he and his wife had two chil¬ 
dren, and were expecting a third. 
Going with his intuition, Erickson 
included the two Hank stories in his 
first book, The Devil in Texas. He sold 
his book at cattle auctions, rodeos, and 
state fairs, working right from the back 


of his pickup truck. 

Interestingly, Hank did not begin 
his career as a children’s character. 
Erickson says, “I wrote those stories 
for adults, initially. They’d take the 
book home, the kids would find it, 
and they loved the Hank stories. 
Eventually, the school librarians heard 
about Hank, and started asking me to 
come speak at schools.” Erickson knew 
he was on to something. In 1983, he 
printed 2,000 copies of The Original 
Adventures of Hank the Cowdog. They 
sold out in six weeks! An audiotape fol¬ 
lowed, and soon Erickson was combin¬ 
ing his storytelling skills with his tal¬ 
ent for singing and songwriting. Hank 
and his creator quickly became a Texas 
phenomenon. 

That first Hank the Cowdog audio¬ 
book was an exercise in spontaneity. 
Erickson fondly recalls, “People didn’t 
know much about books on tape back 
then. I called this guy who had a 
recording studio in Amarillo, went in 
there with my banjo, and just read it. I 
had to make up the voices as I went.” 
Today, Erickson still records Hank’s 
adventures in that same studio, 
although now he collaborates with tal¬ 
ented musician and close friend Trev 
Tevis. The two don’t even have to 
rehearse the music—“it just comes 
together.” But Erickson does practice 
the reading a bit more these days: “I 
make up the voices for characters as I 
write now. I sort of know what they 
sound like as I go.” With over fifty 
characters in the series so far, 
Erickson has quite a vocal repertoire! 


Erickson credits his success to the 
grand storytelling tradition of the 
West. Growing up, he heard dozens of 
stories on the ranch: “Cowboys love to 
tell stories...there’s a real sense of 
humor and history there.” Combine 
that with a love of music, and you get 
the kind of entertainment that chil¬ 
dren and parents love. Erickson often 
hears from families who say that Hank 
the Cowdog is a great asset to the 
American tradition of the long family 
car trip. 

Hank himself gets lots of letters 
from young fans, who can really relate 
to the misadventures of the Head of 
Ranch Security. He doesn’t mean to 
get in trouble, but trouble always 
seems to find him. Erickson laughs, “If 
I had to sum up Hank in one word, it’d 
be Huh? ” 

One of the most moving letters 
Erickson has ever received came 
from the family of a young leukemia 
patient. “They said that listening 
to Hank had really brightened up 
her last days there in the hospital,” 
he recalls with emotion. 



Hank the Cowdog 

AUDIOBOOKS 

The Original Adventures 
of Hank the Cowdog 

The Further Adventures 
of Hank the Cowdog 

It's a Dog's Life 

Murder in the Middle Pasture 

Faded Love 

Let Sleeping Dogs Lie 

The Curse of the Incredible 
Priceless Corncob 

The Case of the One-Eyed 
Killer Stud Horse 

The Case of the Halloween Ghost 
Every Dog Has His Day 
Lost in the Dark Unchanted Forest 
The Case of the Fiddle-Playing Fox 
The Wounded Buzzard on Christmas Eve 
Hank the Cowdog and Monkey Business 
The Case of the Missing Cat 
Lost in the Blinded Blizzard 
The Case of the Car-Barkaholic Dog 
The Case of the Hooking Bull 
The Case of the Midnight Rustler 
The Phantom in the Mirror 
The Case of the Vampire Cat 
The Case of the Double Bumblebee Sting 
Moonlight Madness 

The Case of the Black-Hooded Hangmans 

The Case of the Swirling Killer Tornado 

The Case of the Kidnapped Collie 

The Case of the Night-Stalking 
Bone Monster 

The Mopwater Files 

The Case of the Vampire Vacuum Sweeper 

The Case of the Haystack Kitties 

The Case of the Vanishing Fishhook 

The Case of the Garbage Monster 
from Outer Space 

The Case of the Measled 
Cowboy Slim's Good-Bye 
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Building Memories 

One Grain of Sand at a Time 

- BY LAUREN LEXA - 



I magine a 13-foot tall sandcastle 
surrounded by a 20-foot long, 
fire-breathing dragon. Nearby, a 
replica of the pyramids of Cholula, 
Mexico, is reconstructed in wet sand, 
complete with a dry-ice fog rising from 
a sand river. 

While these two sand sculptures 
were a part of last year’s annual sand¬ 
castle competition in San Francisco, a 
new, spiral-bound book takes you 


through the construction process— 
sand grain by sand grain—in 
Sandcastles: Great Projects From 
Mermaids to Monuments. Whether 
you’re entering a competition, playing 
at the beach with family and friends, or 


digging in the backyard sandbox, this 
cheery guide will transform anyone 
into a fanciful sculptor. Just by flipping 
through the book you become an 
architect, contractor, and gleeful 
child, armed with imagination, pails, 


and sandy fingers. 

Authored by Patti Mitchell, a reg¬ 
istered architect who chaired last 
year’s Sandcastle Classic, the book 
reads like a recipe book. “It starts 
off with some basic techniques 
and refers to those techniques 
throughout the book,” Mitchell says. 
“It gives you a little blurb telling 
you what you need, and then step-by- 
step instructions with nice pho¬ 


tographs and directions for how to 
get there. It’s something a group of 
school children can follow and learn 
the meaning of teamwork. And it’s 
a wonderful opportunity for parents 
and children to work together— 


they can go to the beach or they can 
go to the sandbox and create some¬ 
thing. Projects range from one hour 
to 2-3, depending on the attention 
span of the child (and the size of 
the project). It’s just unlimited!” 


Recipes for teamwork, creativity, 
and fun—and more than 20 sand 
castles—comprise the book. The 
Sandcastle Classic Contest, now in its 
17 ,h year, is the major fund-raising 
event for Leap...Imagination in 
Learning, an innovative 20-year-old 
program that provides artist-in-resi- 
dencies to San Francisco Bay-area 
public and private schools to foster 
creativity and learning for fifth- and 
sixth-graders. 
Tens of thou¬ 
sands of peo¬ 
ple annually 
attend the 
sandcastle 
competition 
between 
teams of arch¬ 
itects and the 
children they 
work with. 

“Fifth- 
and sixth-grad¬ 
ers are the 
perfect age because they’re still open 
to these new ideas,” explains Mitchell. 
“For some of the kids, it’s their first 
contact with a professional person, an 
architect or someone in the design 
community. A lot of the schools are in 
low-income, tough neighborhoods. An 
important part of the whole process of 
getting the residency programs is hav¬ 
ing architects and artists work with 
teachers in their curriculum, so if the 
class is studying the circulatory sys¬ 
tem, the architect is in there dis¬ 
cussing city planning. How you’ve got 
waste disposal, you’ve got your arter¬ 
ies: highways and freeways. It’s great 
to see their faces light up when they 


get something. It gives them some¬ 
thing to relate to that makes learning 
so much better and much more 
exciting. It gets them thinking of 
things they can do or be that they 
never imagined.” 

As competition nears—the event 
will be Oct. 7 this year—architects 
begin working with their classes to 
determine the sand sculpture’s design. 
The students suggest ideas and then 
vote on what to build. 

“Everybody’s an equal out there. 
Everybody gets a chance to shovel sand 
or haul water, from the kids to the 
guys who work in the office,” Mitchell 
says. 

“It’s amazing to see the evolution. 
The first two hours of the competition 
are nothing but just building up the 
sand. You just see mounds of sand. 
It’s hard to believe that inside that 
mound of sand is a sand sculpture 
waiting to come out.” 

With Sandcastles: Great Projects 
from Mermaids to Monuments as your 
guide, anyone can enjoy the fun 
of playing in the sand and then 
toppling down your creation when 
you’re done. c£* 


-- 

sandcastles 



Sandcastles 

Great Projects From Mermaids to Monuments 
Chronicle Books 



"And it's a wonderful opportunity for parents 

and children to work together." 
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SHORT 


STORY 


FICTION 


Short Story Collection Offers Unique Views of Life 

- BY CINDY KELLY - 


A teenager, caught up in her 
aunt’s fake dog-psychic 
scheme, can’t escape. A 
woman trying to save a floun¬ 
dering marriage has her life course 
changed by a cross-country trip, blown 
tire and young man wearing a bible on 
• a chain around his neck. A confused 
mother shares her darkest secrets— 
things she’s afraid to say aloud to those 
closest to her—with a former cleaning 
lady. Each are unique snatches of life 
offered in The First Paper Girl in 
Red Oak, Iowa , a collection of short 
stories by Elizabeth Stuckey-French. 

Every story is a unique spin on life 
and the offbeat situations that seem to 
befall people trying to fumble their 
way through day by day. Each charac¬ 
ter is quirky yet fully dimensional and 


instinctively real. Stuckey-French, 
who now teaches fiction writing to 
graduate students at Florida State 
University, credits some of her insights 
into people to the six years she spent 
doing social work. 

“I think what I liked about social 
work was kind of figuring out how 
families worked,” Stuckey-French 
muses. “I saw the things that people 
tell themselves to get through.” 

The author credits her heritage 
with eventually bringing her to a writing 
career. “My dad’s an English professor 
and my mother’s an English teacher. 
So I think somehow it might be genet¬ 
ic,” she laughs. “I have a daughter who 
is five, and she is just obsessed with 
reading and writing already.” 

A graduate of the Iowa Writers’ 


Workshop, as was her father, and win¬ 
ner of a James Michener Fellowship, 
she became addicted to telling stories 
after going back to school to get her 
master’s degree. 

“I had written stories throughout 
my life and put them in drawers and 
not shown them to anybody. Once I 
got back into it, I realized I was just 
obsessed with telling stories. So there 
wasn’t really a question for me then, I 
knew I had to do it. It’s the way I think 
about things and try to make sense 
of things.” 

Making sense of things is what has 
led her to some of her story ideas. “I 
take situations that I hear about,” 
Stuckey-French says. “I actually heard 
about somebody contacting a dog psy¬ 
chic and the dog psychic told them 


that their dog had been taken out to 
Texas and they drove all the way out 
there. They brought back a dog that 
looked nothing like their dog but 
everybody felt obligated to pretend it 
was. So that just fascinated me. I knew 
the couple’s perspective because I love 
animals and I could understand. I 
mean it’s a little bit over the top for me 
but I wondered who on earth would be 
a dog psychic.”^ 


The First 
Paper Girl 
in Red Oak, Iowa 
Doubleday 








New look! - Same lovable 
Wishbone, sniffing his way 
through exciting 
mysteries in Oakdale. 


Wishbone 's Tales of a Pup is a new series 
for beginning readers featuring Wishbone's special 
spin on classic children's stories. 


Updated look and design, same 
exciting classic stories, as told by 
literature-loving Wishbone! 


ISBM: 1-57064-432-2 


ISBM: 1-58668-002-1 


WfSHBOm* 


WISHBONE is a trademark and servicemark of Big Feats Entertainment, L.P. Lyrick Publishing is a trademark and servicemark of Lyrick Studios, Inc. 


9 

















EVERYONE'S 
MAD ABOUT 


BY CINDY KJELLY 



O nce upon a time there was a 
series of books so popular 
that it held an unprecedented 
three spots on the New York 
Times bestseller list. That prompted 
discussions of dropping the titles from 
the famous list. Why take up the space 
when everyone knows how incredibly 
popular the series is? 

When the third book was released 
in the United Kingdom two weeks 
before it was released in the U.S., 
almost 20,000 copies were reportedly 
shipped to America via Internet orders. 
With sales of the first three books top¬ 
ping $30 million and translated into 35 
different languages, who else could it 
be but the internationally known 
Harry Potter? Book four in the series 
releases simultaneously in the U.S. and 
Great Britain this month, pushed 
ahead of schedule, still bearing only a 
tentative title mere weeks before it’s 
due to arrive on bookstore shelves. 

Unless you’ve been on Mars for a 
couple of years, you’ve heard of Harry. 
But for those who haven’t heard, the 
Harry Potter series follows the adven¬ 
tures of a young man who learns he’s a 
wizard and heads off to Hogwarts 
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry for 
training. At Hogwarts, Harry uncovers 
the whimsical world of wizardry as 
well as the dangers and power of 
magic. Each book covers a year of 
Harry’s education and adventures. “I 
always conceived it as a seven-book 
series because I decided that it would 
take seven years from the ages of 11- 
17, inclusive, to train as a wizard and 
each of the books would deal with a 
year of Harry’s life at Hogwarts,” 
author J.K. Rowling says. 


Writing stories since she was a 
child, Rowling didn’t consciously set 
out to write children’s books, and 
before the Potter books had only tried 
her hand at stories for adults. “I didn’t 
write with a target audience in mind,” 


Rowling says of Potter. “What excited 
me was how much I would enjoy writ¬ 
ing about Harry. I never thought about 
writing for children—children’s books 
chose me. I think if it’s a good book, 
anyone will read it.” 


While Rowling is amazed by the 
phenomenon, nothing can beat the 
thrill of finding out her dream of being 
a published author was coming true. “I 
would have been crazy to have expect¬ 
ed what has happened to Harry. The 
most exciting moment for me, against 
very stiff competition, was when I 
found out Harry was going to be pub¬ 
lished,” she says. “It was my life’s 
ambition to see a book I had written on 
a shelf in a bookshop. Everything that 
has happened since has been extraordi¬ 
nary and wonderful, but the mere fact 
of being able to say I was a published 
author was the fulfillment of a dream I 
had had since I was a very small child.” 

Once a teacher, the single-mom 
who struggled to make ends meet and 
find time to scribble stories now 
spends more of her time doing the 
thing she’s loved all her life. “I was 
embarrassed the other day to discover 
that I didn’t have much to say to the 
question 'what are your hobbies?’ 
(asked by a nine-year-old boy),” 
Rowling says. “The truth is that if I’m 
not looking after my daughter, spend¬ 
ing time with friends or reading, I am 
writing. The boy who’d asked seemed 
quite frustrated by this answer, but the 
truth of the matter is that even if writ¬ 
ing is now my full-time profession, it is 
also my greatest pleasure.” 

One of the greatest pleasures of 
the Harry Potter series are the distinc¬ 
tive names and terms Rowling uses. 
“Many of the names are invented, for 
example ‘Quidditch’ and ‘Muggle.’ I 
also collect unusual names, and I take 
them from all sorts of different places. 
‘Hedwig’ was a saint, ‘Dumbledore’ is 
an old English word for bumble bee, 


Why Do We Love Harry ? 

Our whole family - me, my kids, my wife, my parents, my sister - have enjoyed the Harry 
Potter books. They are obviously kids* books, but I think adults who love kids have a 
great time getting to know Harry and his friends and sharing in their adventures. My 
favorite characters are the Weasley family - what a rollicking bunch! 

CHUCK 

I like it because it has neat characters and opens up your imagination. I would never think 
about this kind of stuff until I read about it. Then you just think what could happen. I like 
the funny characters, how they act. I like all the crazy spells they have, they backfire 
sometimes. (The names are) cool. You wonder where she got them. I look forward to 
reading them so I could see what Harry does to his family. 

DAVID, 12 

Harry Potter makes you feel like a child on a magical journey, whether it*s trekking 
through the forbidden forest full of unicorns and centaurs, or wandering the halls of the 
school with an invisibility cloak on, or soaring through the air on a broomstick while 
playing the game of Quidditch. It’s a wonderful story full of magical creatures and always 
a magical mystery for Harry and his friends to solve. Naturally Harry is my favorite 
character. He's easy to relate to, a regular boy who is a hero in his own special way. 
Constantly being undermined by the evil Voldemort, but never defeated, Harry Potter 
has magical tales of good triumphing over evil with an enchanting twist of wizardry in it. 

KIM 

I enjoy the Harry Potter books because they are a different concept than what I've read 
before. I like the idea that the books are in a yearly sequence so we can see Harry 
progress...but Harry has a good heart and I'm glad he no longer has to suffer under the 
Muggles. I don't know the characters names very well but I do like the head of the school 
and the boy whose older brothers are the troublemakers. I think the hype is more than 
the books are worth on a literature level but anything that gets kids to read and 
look forward to new books is great. 

SEAN 

I like the Harry Potter series because it's kind of suspenseful and it's interesting. She 
keeps you hooked until the end. She keeps throwing twists and turns. Each one has a 
different kind of theme; like the first one's more mystery, the second one’s more 
suspense, and the third is more adventure. They introduce a lot of characters each with a 
different kind of characteristics. The names are fun because there are so many different 
ways to pronounce their names. So whenever you talk to different people they'll say one 
thing, then you ask somebody else—and you've got four pronunciations for just one name. 

MATT, 12 
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An Interview with 

Elizabeth Lowell 


So here it is — the conclusion to the Donovan saga 
which your fans have been waiting for. Is Midnight 
in Ruby Bayou what you had in mind as a conclusion 
when you wrote Amber Beach? If not, what changed? 



Dad, Mom, daughter enjoy Skagit Valley tullips. 


Lowell: I didn’t have any particular story in mind 
for the conclusion. When I write with interlocking 
characters, 1 let the growth of the characters determine 
future stories. In this case, Faith Donovan was the 
last to demand her own story. Justin and Lawe are 
gnawing on me, but not too much so far. Other 
characters with an entirely different backdrop are 
whispering to me right now. 


How do you do research for your books? Do you use the 
Internet often? 

Lowell: I think I receive every book catalogue 
known to the English speaking world, and far too 
many magazines. I pore through these looking for 
“pieces of string.” That’s what I call those topics 
which tickle my curiosity and make me think of 
stories. Once I’ve chosen a backdrop (such as amber, 
jade, or pearls), I concentrate on it. By now, my 
“string” library runs to thousands of books and arti¬ 
cles. All of these are cross-indexed in a database that 1 
can search by key words. If 1 don’t find what I need 
that way, I go online and search the Internet. It is a 
treasure trove, if you don’t get lost along the way. In 
addition, whenever possible I travel to the area where 
the book will be set and take hundreds of pictures. 
While I write, I look at my photo albums to refresh 
my memory of what a place looked, felt, smelled and 
tasted like. 

As you’re writing, do you bounce off ideas or read sec¬ 
tions of your work in progress to anyone in particular? 
Or do you prefer to finish the book and then seek out 
input from friends!family I your editor? 

Lowell: For me writing is very much a solitary 
process. Friends and family don’t read the book until 
it is finished. In fact, my editor is the first to read my 
manuscript, unless my agent happens to beat her to it. 

When did you start writing? Did you always know you 
wanted to become a writer? 

Lowell: I can’t remember a time when 1 didn’t write, 
but I didn’t think about writing a novel until I was 
around 24. I’ve been publishing novels for thirty years. 


Do you have a specific agenda for each 
day in terms of how much you’ll write? 
Lowell: Yes. I try to write a mini¬ 
mum of five pages a day. Naturally 
reality keeps knocking at the door. 
Or ringing, as in my telephone. 

But still, when Fm into a story, I try 
to maintain the five page per day 
minimum. Of course, there are days 
when I don't get to the computer. 

What do you do to overcome 
writer ’s block? 

Lowell: So far, thinking about 
paying bills has been all the 
incentive I’ve ever needed! 



What do you like to do when you’re 
not writing? 

Lowell: Research is usually first 
on my have-to list. Fishing, hiking, 
gardening, cooking, seeing the 
kids—all of those figure on my I 
’11-go-nuts-if-I-don’t do list. 

Do you have any advice for people 
who would like to write? 

Lowell: Enjoy the act of writing. 

If you don’t the frustrations and 
uncertainties of the business will 
kill your love of the written word 
and you will no longer want to write. 
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An Excerpt from 

Midnight in Ruby Bayou 


St. Petersburg 
January 

I n the darkest hours of the early 
January night, there was only 
time and the scrape of guards’ 
worn boots over marble that 
had once known only the polished 
arrogance of royalty. The smallest 
sounds echoed down the long, 
magnificent corridors with their gilt 
and vaulted ceilings supported by 
columns as tall as ancient gods. 

Even the hundreds of public rooms weren’t 
enough to display all the three million items in the 
Hermitage’s trove. The overflow was stored in 
basement warrens where gleaming marble gave 
way to crumbling plaster and rat-gnawed wood. 
Dust lay like dirty snow on every surface. 

Five thieves moved briskly down the narrow 
subterranean hallways. Caught in the glow of 
flashlights, human breath came out in white 
bursts. The river Neva was frozen. So was every¬ 
thing else in St. Petersburg that couldn’t buy or 
steal electricity, including the Hermitage. The 
world class pieces of art—the Reubens and da Vincis 
and Rembrandts—were well maintained. The rest 
of the czars’ treasures had to be as hardy as the 
Russian people themselves to survive. One of the 
thieves unlocked a large room and flipped on the 
switch by the door. Nothing happened. Someone 
cursed but no one was surprised. Everyone in the 
city stole light bulbs for their own use. Using a 
flashlight held by her partner, a dark haired 
women went to work on a huge, decades-old safe. 
The tumblers were balky. The door squealed like a 
dying pig when she opened it. 

She didn’t hesitate. Even if the guards above 
heard the metallic scream, they would keep on 
making their rounds through warm, empty halls 
and imperial rooms. The men weren’t paid well 
enough to investigate odd sounds. 

Working in whispers, the thieves began 
pulling open lockers and drawers. Occasionally 
someone would grunt or draw in a breath at a 
particularly spectacular piece of jewelry. If their 


ELIZABETH LOWELL 


hands lingered, the dark haired woman spoke curtly. 
She had her orders: take only the modest pieces, 
the forgotten ones, the pieces that were listed on 
royal inventories as “brooch, pearls with red center 
stone” or “stomacher, blue stones with diamond 
surrounds.” None of these pieces were valued 
enough to be documented in portraits or 
photographs of imperial jewelry. They were 
blessedly anonymous. 

But, ah, the temptation to take one of the less 
modest, more dangerous pieces. The itch to hold 
an emerald as big as 
a hen’s egg, to feel 
two hundred carats 
of sapphires set in a 
medieval buckle, to 
slip a handful of 
diamond bracelets 
into a pocket, to ease 
a twenty-carat ruby 
ring into the hidden 
compartment behind 
your belt... 

It had happened 
more than once in 
the past. A swift 
movement beyond 
the reach of the 
flashlight, the sudden 
weight of wealth 
tucked against a 
thigh or belly. 

Amid all the kilos of glitter, who would miss an 
ounce or two? 

It happened again tonight. One of the men 
was methodically stealing every fifth piece of 
jewelry that lay tangled in a long drawer. When he 
was finished, he opened another drawer. This one 
was orderly, with each piece numbered, tagged, 
and set in its own niche. 

The slightest touch of light set the drawer 
ablaze. A ruby as big as an idol’s eye lay inside. 
There were other rubies in the necklace, magnificent 
rubies, but next to the centerpiece they faded into 
insignificance. Surrounded by pearls like snow 
around fire, the huge ruby pendant shimmered 
and cast its ancient spell of wealth and danger. 

The first in a long, deadly row of dominoes 
began to fall. 



J^id night in Auby /dayou 
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Amber Beach 


Another dazzling tale of high adventure as 
Honor Donovan heads for the San Juan Islands 
to clear her brother Kyle’s name. . . and find a 
fabulous lost fortune in amber. 
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The spectacular story that began with 
Amber Beach continues as wild and restless 
Kyle Donovan searches for one of Chinas 
legendary cultural treasures, stolen perhaps 
by a mysterious—and irresistible—jade expert. 
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Hannah McGarry faces the mystery of her husband’s 
death, the prospect of bankruptcy and the disappearance 
of the fabulous Black Trinity necklace. Desperate, she 
calls Archer Donovan, a silent partner in Pearl Cove, 
her late husband’s pearl farm venture. With deadly 
competitors on their heels, Archer and Hannah race 
through uncharted waters, but the closer they come 
to finding the coveted pearls, the closer they come to 
danger, death. . . and each other. 

$7.50 
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and ‘Snape’ is the name of a place in 
England,” Rowling explains. 

The whole Harry Potter seven- 
book series schedule has been revised 
over the past two years with publishing 
dates being moved ahead as the read¬ 
ing public demands more. In addition, 
in 2001, Warner Bros, will put Harry 
on the big screen in a live-action ver¬ 
sion of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone. Accompanying the movie will 
be a line of Harry Potter toys. 

For Rowling, it’s been an amazing 
ride. In 1999, the mother who once 
skipped meals to provide for her 
daughter Jessica earned $40 million, 
far more than other bestselling 
authors including John Grisham. The 
cafe where Rowling nursed espresso, 
scribbling furiously in her notebook 
with her small daughter by her side, is 
now a tourist attraction where fans 
come to drink in the atmosphere that 
helped to create a legend. 

And as for life after Harry? “I have 
always written and I know that I always 
will,” Rowling contemplates. “I would 
be writing even if I hadn’t been pub¬ 
lished. However, Harry is a large and 
all-consuming project, and I really 
haven’t got time at the moment to 
decide what will come next.”c£l 



JIM DALE CREATES MAGIC WITH AUDIOBOOKS 

- BY LAUREN LEXA - ; - 


Magic is very real to Jim Dale. 
The Broadway and film star who 
describes himself as old enough to 
be everyone’s grandfather saw his 
first audiobook project— Harry 
Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone — 
gamer a Grammy nomination in 
the Spoken Word for Children cate¬ 
gory this year. 

Before being contacted by 
Listening Library about the audio¬ 
book project, Dale was unfamiliar 
with the popular series by J.K. 
Rowling that chronicles Harry 
Potter’s adventures. “I’d done a pro¬ 
duction on Broadway called ‘Travels 
with My Aunt’ where I portrayed an 
84-year-old woman and her 
nephew, and without any change of 
costume or makeup—just with a 
flick of the hand—one became that 
character,” he recalls. “A gentleman 
with Listening Library remembered 
that, and said, ‘wouldn’t that be 
good to get Jim Dale (for the Harry 
Potter audiobooks). He’s got lots of 
voices.’ 

“What’s been the most fun 
about the Harry Potter series is the 
fact that I’ve created the voices at 
home, taped them—just the senses 
of them—and then I recreated it in 
the studio. I colored it a little more. 
Sometimes the voice itself makes 
me laugh, and I just keep breaking 
up. And, we have to stop the record¬ 
ing. You can’t have the reader 
falling about laughing at his own 
invention,” Dale says, amused by 
his own observation. 

“When you’re acting on stage, 
you have an immediate audience, 
and you judge your humor and 
comedy from the reaction of the 
audience. Obviously, that’s not the 
same as recording an audiobook. 
So, one has to take one’s experience 


as an actor—as a person who can 
use his comedy instinct to know 
how long that pause needs to be— 
because hopefully, that’s where the 
laugh will be from someone listen¬ 
ing to you. 

‘You are telling a story where 
people are listening and forming 
their own pictures, whereas on 
stage, you’re the character and 
they’re looking at you.” 

Before beginning the project, 
Dale read the Harry Potter books 



over three to four times to form his 
sense of the characters and to iden¬ 
tify each using a color code. 

“Writers don’t write lines like 
‘then the victor said da da da, da da 
da.’ They write ‘da da da, da da da, 
the victor said,’ so you have to know 
which voice you’re going to be 
using prior to speaking the words. I 
made a chart with the name of the 
character relating to each color I 
used, and I memorized the voice for 
that color. If I hadn’t memorized a 
voice, we’d stop. I’d check on my 
tape recorder as to what Voice 35 
was—oh, the professor—and I’d 
play it back until I got the voice ; It’s 
a constant stop-start, stop-start 
which makes me feel very comfort¬ 
able because I don’t stumble over 
words or over any voice. 


“The big difference in record¬ 
ing the audiobook or reading the 
book aloud to one of my grandchil¬ 
dren is that my grandchildren keep 
interrupting all the time. ‘Oh, yes! 
Yes! Read that bit again!’ It’s much 
better to be sitting in the studio 
where nobody is interrupting you 
except the engineer who says, ‘Read 
that bit again because you did it 
wrong,”’ quips Dale. 

Harry Potter author J.K. 
Rowling worked with the audiobook 
producers to make sure all the 
“strange new words she invented 
and strange names” were pro¬ 
nounced correctly, he adds. 

Readers form their own 
impressions of characters’ voices, 
and it’s been quite a thrill for Dale 
to see their reactions to the audio¬ 
book. “We’ve just heard Harry 
Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone 
(audiobook) has sold 180,000 
copies. That means 180,000 chil¬ 
dren are now listening to the 
English spoken word. Whereas the 
children have turned those charac¬ 
ters in their head into American¬ 
speaking characters. Now they’re 
hearing what an English school 
teacher sounds like, what an 
English farmer type sounds like. 
I’ve had children write letters to 
me, ‘I never knew Hagrid spoke like 
that. I never knew So-in-So spoke 
like that. They’re full of questions 
about the voices, and there couldn’t 
be a better compliment. 

“I can think of nothing more 
rewarding for my grandchildren 
than to have the whole Harry 
Potter (audiobook) series for them 
to browse through in later years. 
‘Hey, this is your grandfather who 
spoke these words.’ Isn’t that nice,” 
he muses. O 
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MYSTERY/SUSPENSE 



BY LAUREN LEXA 


N ancy Drew knows a thing or 
two about solving mysteries, 
but the sleuth behind one of 
literature’s oldest and best¬ 
loved sleuths is editor Anne Greenberg. 
For the past 14 years, Greenberg has 
ferreted facts and fitted puzzles togeth¬ 
er to ensure the Nancy Drew mysteries 
work. Rest assured, if the facts or the 
puzzles don’t, fans of the 70-year-old 
series will respond! Greenberg says, “I 
enjoy the intellectual aspect of making 
sure the mystery works. How do you 
ferret out certain kinds of informa¬ 
tion? How do you respond to certain 
situations in an emergency? What do 
you do when a tornado is coming down 
upon you? The challenge is doing 
it over and over, and keeping it fresh, 
and not repeating oneself.” 

Greenberg took over as editor at 
#79 in the 154-title Nancy Drew 
Mystery series. She also edits the 
Nancy Drew Notebooks, a series of 35 
chapter books written at the second 
grade reading level in which Nancy is 8 
years old and solving her first myster¬ 
ies; and the Nancy Drew On Campus 
series, 25 books that step a bit away 
from mysteries and focus more on 
Nancy’s college years. Nancy Drew on 
Campus is described by Greenberg as 
more of a teenager’s soap opera in a 
college setting. There also are the 26 
Nancy Drew & Hardy Boys Super 
Mystery titles that join the skills, 
inventiveness and talents of the Hardy 
Boys and Nancy Drew. All-in-all, Nancy 
Drew has solved 338 mysteries in the 
past 70 years, the latest being Nancy 
Drew and the Mystery in Tornado 
Alley published this month. 

Nancy Drew was the creation of 
Edward Stratemeyer, creator of 
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the Bobbsey Twins, Tom Swift, and the 
Hardy Boys. Seeing a need for a girls’ 
mystery-adventure series, he hired a 
journalist to write the stories based on 
plot outlines he provided, and thus The 
Secret of the Old Clock by Carolyn 
Keene was published in 1930. After 
Stratemeyer died, his daughter super¬ 
vised the series and later wrote many 
of the books herself. The series is still 
published with the penname Carolyn 
Keene, and one of the best-kept secrets 
is the identity of the actual authors 
involved with the series. 

“Through the years, Nancy Drew 
has certainly been written as a con¬ 
temporary character, in that she’s 
always existing in the present. In some 
ways that hasn’t changed. She’s stuck 
by her values of loyalty and honesty, 
but always in a contemporary set¬ 
ting—I think now we’re giving her a 
cell phone and e-mail because that’s 
how the world is—but I think her core 
personality has always been the same,” 
Greenberg says. “The book still repre¬ 
sents the same kind of entertaining yet 
wholesome reading experience older 
readers remember from their child¬ 
hood. And I guess I’d say even though 
women have made such great strides 
(careerwise), there’s still room for a 
strong inspirational character. Girls 
should have their own hero (in litera¬ 
ture).” 

Greenberg says she can think of 
only two other strong female heroines 
in children’s literature—Jo March 
from Little Women and the fantastical 
Fippi Longstockings. “At a time when 
you’re growing up and may not have 
the widest horizons, these books and 
characters can open your eyes to what 
you could be in ways your environ¬ 


ment may not. Nancy Drew is definite¬ 
ly a heroic character. She’s indepen¬ 
dent. She goes off and does what she 
wants to do. She has no restrictions, 
she has a car, she has as much money 
as she needs, she’s got a boyfriend, and 
she’s got two friends who are there for 
her all the time. She’s smart. Who 
wouldn’t want to step into her life? 
What’s not to like?” 

As Nancy Drew celebrates her 70 th 
anniversary, Greenberg is struck by 
how many women have been inspired 
by the stories to meld their profession¬ 
al life with books that generated child¬ 
hood enthusiasm—women who would 
chose careers as detectives, or police¬ 
women or investigative journalists 
because of the characters in Nancy 
Drew. “What kept coming up over and 
over again was that women had been 
inspired by the characters to see that 
there was potential for them to make a 
career, to accomplish things, to set 
goals—to perhaps really reach for 
something they hadn’t thought possi¬ 
ble,” Greenberg says. 

Nancy Drew certainly has aged at a 
much slower rate than her readers. 
But, will there come a time when she’s 
tired of solving mysteries? “Oh I don’t 
think so,” Greenberg says with a 
chuckle. “Besides, being that she’s 
a fictional charcter, she doesn’t have 
a choice!” 
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Dickey Finds 

Gig of 
! His life 

5 

- BY LAUREN LEXA 

F ive years ago Eric Jerome 
Dickey took the long way 
home from the wrong side of 
Memphis, TN., to Los Angeles, first 
pursuing a career as an aerospace engi¬ 
neer, then a middle school teacher, an 
amateur comedian, and ultimately 
reaching his destination with the pub¬ 
lication of his first book. 

Instead of feeling that he got 
diverted from his career path, Dickey 
describes his trek as “...going where 
you were supposed to be in the first 
place...” but arriving at the right time. 

“I think any sooner and I wouldn’t 
have been ready for it. And that’s from 
life experience. It’s like people who 
sing the blues. You get a young cat 
singing the blues with the voice, the 
look, but there’s something that’s not 
there yet. He hasn’t had any life 
experience.” 

The latest result of following his 
creative path is Liar’s Game, a story 
centered on Dana and Vince who tell 
each other half-truths and leave out 
other truths when they first meet in a 
LA nightclub. Just when their relation¬ 
ship seems serious, their exes come to 
town in this novel of romance, betray¬ 
al and redemption—and, of course, 
well-placed humor. 

Author of Cheaters, Milk in My 
Coffee, Friends and Lovers, and Sister 
Sister, as well as a contributor to 
Mothers & Sons, Dickey says he always 
thought the mark of success as a writer 
was having short stories published in 
the New Yorker and winning an 
O’Henry award. He’s done neither. “I 
could never conceptualize writing a 


Congratulations 

to This Year’s Audie Award Winners! 

Among the winners are: 

Fiction, Abridged 

Nonfiction, Abridged 

East of the Mountains 

The Endurance: Shackleton’s 

by David Guterson, 

Legendary Antarctic Expedition 

read by Edward Herrmann, 

by Caroline Alexander, 

BDD Audio 

read by Michael Tezla 


and Martin Rubin, 

Fiction, Unabridged 

HighBridge 

I Know This Much is True 


by Wally Lamb, 

Nonfiction, Unabridged 

read by George Guidall, 

7is by Frank McCourt, 

Recorded Books 

read by Frank McCourt, 


Simon & Schuster Audio 

Mystery, Fiction 


The Breaker by Minette Walters, 

The Fifth Annual Audie Awards, 

ready by Robert Powell, 

honoring excellence in audio publishing 
in 26 cataegories, were held June 2 at 

Chivers North America 

Chicago’s famed Field Museum. 
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ISBN 0^*14*131-5 

$24.95 

Work the Twelve Steps 
to BITCHHood. Use 
your thoughts to 
control your life. Wake 
up! Use knowledge, 
choices, energy/spirit 
to live. NOW 



ISBN D*1bb*14*130-7 

$29.95 

Feed your soul through 
your thoughts. Embrace 
your Spirit. Know Your 
Self. Never give your 
power to anyone. 

Read this book. - 
Never look back. 



ISBN 0*^*14*132-3 

$17.95 

Alan’s AIDS brought 
light to the BITCH 
With Style. Her love 
brought change to the 
hospital and doctors. 
His death brought 
change to everyone 
and everything! 


Liar’s Game 
Dutton 


ATALARIA 




www.bitchwithstyle.com 


PUBLISHERS 
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book,” he says. “I can work with one 
scene at a time. That’s what you do 
when you’re writing a book—you’re 
stringing together a bunch of mini 
scenes. I’m not thinking, ‘OK, I’m on 
Page 10,1 need at least 300 more.” 

‘You just write these situations, 
and I have to think about how this par¬ 
ticular character would honestly react. 
It’s not about writing from a male or 
female perspective. I kinda cringe 
when I get hit with writing-with-a- 
woman’s-point-of-view thing. It’s a 
great compliment (to be told he does it 
well), but for me, it feels like it narrows 
down what I do. No one ever says, ‘How 

can you write a!—* ~ ,J - , ~' 1 ' r — 

haven’t been old 
write about a 
girl. You’ve neve 
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How to Do What You 
Love— and Profit from It! 


Soapmaking 

&■ Profit 
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ISBN 0-7615-2042-2 / $19.99 

(Drafters will discover 
how to make their own 
homemade, fragrant 
soaps—and how to 
profit from this good, 
clean fun! 


Woodworking 

6-Profit 


Decorative] 
Paintings » 

t“ Fu «<S'Pro! 


ISBN 0-7615-2038-4 / $19.99 

Woodworking is enjoy¬ 
ing a resurgence 
in popularity today. 
Readers will learn how 
to make—and sell—four 
beautiful wood projects. 


ISBN 0-7615-2045-7 / $19.99 

From folk art angels 
to pretty terra-cotta 
pots, four easy-to-make 
decorative painting pro¬ 
jects — and great busi¬ 
ness tips! 


Disney’s Ten-Minute 
Crafts for Preschoolers 
Disney Press 


Y our children are either under¬ 
foot or have watched way too 
much television already this 
summer. They complain that 
it’s too hot to go outside. What do you 
do with them now? 

Bring out the craft books and your 
box of supplies and let the kids create 

new trea¬ 
sures with 
this collec¬ 
tion of step- 
b y - s t e p 
craft books 
for all ages. 

For the 
youngest cre¬ 
ative craft- 
ers, peruse 
Disney’s 
Ten-Minute 
Crafts for Preschoolers by Laura 
Torres. It features easy-to-make crafts 
based around favorite Disney charac¬ 
ters. Make Sheriff Woody’s badge, 
the Mad Hatter’s Hat, or weave 
Aladdin’s Magic Carpet in only a few 
minutes with supplies you have at 
home. Let Disney characters fire and 
inspire kids’ imaginations! 

Unique 
from Kids Can 
Press is Native 
Crafts: Ins¬ 
pired by North 
America’s First 
Peoples by 
Maxine Trot- 
tier. For chil¬ 
dren ages 9-12, 
Native Crafts: Trottier pleas- 

Inspired by North ingly passes 

America’s First Peoples Qn traditional 
Kids Can Press 


NATIVE 

CRAFTS 


to Deal with Summer Boredom 
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This book might be small but don’t 
let its size fool you. Creative Crafts for 
All Seasons: Projects that Help Kids 
Learn provides the perfect opportunity 
for Sunday School and Vacation Bible 
school teachers and par¬ 
ents to put the 
experience of 
faith into a 
concrete 
and tangi¬ 
ble object 
for children of 
all ages. Div¬ 
ided into five sec¬ 
tions, authors Anne 


Campbell, 

Kathryn 
Waite, 
and Anne 
Mikelonis 
present crafts to express and explore 
sacraments, scripture, seasons, 
saints, and prayers. No 
matter what age your 
children are, there’s a 
craft book with the 
perfect family project. 
Inspire their imaginations 
while spending some great 
time together. 


Holiday Decorations 

ISBN 0-7615-2041-4 


Knitting 

ISBN 0-7615-2108-9 


Rubberstamping 

ISBN 0-7615-2039-2 


An ImpriD. of Quilting 

Pritna Publishing ISBN 0-7615-2037-6 


Craft Sewing 

ISBN 0-7615-2043-0 


Crocheting 

ISBN 0-7615-2161-5 


native crafts along with a feel for the 
time when North America was com¬ 
pletely inhabited by native tribes. 
Beginning with a map that defines 
where tribes originally settled, each set 
of instructions reveals the significance 
of a particu¬ 
lar item to 
different 
tribes and 
areas of the 
country. 
Share fasci¬ 
nating facts 
while making 
seed and 
bead jewelry, 
totem poles, 
clay doll, moc¬ 


Step-By-Step Crafts 
for Children 
Kingfisher 


Creative 
Crafts for 
All Seasons 


casins and much more. 

Make jewelry, cards, books, and 
kites with the colorful Step-By-Step 
Crafts for Children from Kingfisher. 
And these aren’t just any ordinary 
crafts, instructions are included for 
puzzle, pop¬ 
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up, and zigzag 
card, pop-up, 
flapped, and 
peek-in books, 
pirate, Aztec, 
and beach¬ 
comber jew¬ 
elry, and Hexa- 
fringe, Delta- 
Star, and Black 
Mamba kites. 
Easy instruc¬ 
tions com¬ 
bined with 
eye-catching 
how-to illustrations make this a must 
have for every crafter—adult or child. 


Anne Kathryn Anne 
Campbell Waite Mikelonis 


Creative Crafts 
for All Seasons: 
Projects that Help 
Kids Learn 
ThomasMore 
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Best Friends 
Compile Playful Book 

of Kid Games 

- BY CINDY KELLY - 


W ith eight children between 
them, best friends Lise 
O’Haire and Story Evans 
naturally know quite a bit 
about keeping youngsters entertained. 
For that same reason they also know a 
lot about being in a car full of kids 
traveling to a variety of schools, doctor 
visits, lessons, and birthday parties. 
Combining those two activities lead 
the pair to their first book TravelMates, 
entertaining games requiring nothing 
more than a child’s imagination. 


says. “(We) look at any opportunity as a 
potential game.” 

When it came to brainstorming 
for ideas and trying out the games, the 
two didn’t stop with their own chil¬ 
dren. ‘We visited both classrooms (of 
our youngest children) several times 
for idea generation, testing and cri¬ 
tiquing. In addition, as parent volun¬ 
teers at various schools we have both 
helped with outdoor games at field day 
events and learned a lot of different 
classic games which the children 


"As moms, children are our focus. No matter 
where we are or what the circumstance, we try 
to incorporate an element of play." 


O’Haire and Evans say their sec¬ 
ond book, Hey, Mom! I’m Bored is just 
a natural and logical extension of 
TravelMates. The new book, perfect for 
children out of school this summer, 
includes games from the quiet to the 
action-packed, which can be played 
alone or with a group. “(Our children) 
were a built-in test audience and 
designers of games,” Evans explains. 
“This led to thinking of games we 
played as children, creating second or 
third versions by adding a twist, 
inventing new games with and without 
our children.” 

Both admit their families are big 
on playing games, so research has been 
an ongoing process since 1990. “We 
continuously talk to children as we 
watch them play and to adults to see 
what they played as children,” Evans 


enjoyed,” the moms recall. “The physi¬ 
cal education teachers were a wonder¬ 
ful resource for reminding us of classic 
schoolyard games. Every game has 
been kid-tested in small and large 
groups and by (us). You should see us 
do Get Up! 

“As moms, children are our focus. 
No matter where we are or what the 
circumstance, we try to incorporate an 
element of play,” O’Haire says. “It’s 
always great fun to have children look 
to you for something to do and have a 
creative and fun answer.” 



Hey, Mom! I’m Bored 
Three Rivers Press 



Number of players or teams: 

2 or more, played in twos 
Location: Indoors or Outdoors 
Equipment: None 
Energy Level: Calm 
Type of game: Balancing 


This game is guaranteed to provide lots of laughs and 
silly acrobatics. Play in pairs on either the carpet or 
outside on the grass. The object of this game is to 
get up from a sitting position to a standing position. 
Think it sounds easy, try it! 

First, both players sit on the ground, back to back, 
legs stretched out, arms linked at the elbow. Now, 
raise your knees and try to get up from the ground 
without breaking the link or using your hands. 

Here are some tips. Sit as straight as you can, push 
against each other's back as hard as you can and try 
to stand-up. It may take several times but don't give 
up. A second tip, both players lean to one side and 
one player tries to get to their knees using elbows to 
help. Then, if you can, lift your partner 
up as you stand up. 

Maybe you'll come up with your own method, 
give it a go and Set Up! 
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Celebrating the 

Flavors of Summer 

- BY LAUREN LEXA - 


R easons to minimize the 
amount of time you spend in 
the kitchen never looked as 
scrumptious as they do in 
Diane Rossen Worthington’s new cook¬ 
book The Taste of Summer. 

“This is really a celebration of sum¬ 
mer,” says Worthington as she thumbs 
through the book of delectable dishes 
and equally delicious photography. 
“What that means is celebrating the 
relaxed, informal way we cook and 
entertain in summer. Most of these 
recipes are pretty easy; in summer 
nobody wants to be in the kitchen, and 
that’s a lot of what this book is about. It 
really tries to acknowledge the truth 
that we want to be outside and having 
fun, but we still want great food.” 

As she chats about her philosophies 
of summertime entertaining and cook¬ 
ing, Worthington often stops to com¬ 
ment on particular recipes. “As I sit here 
and look, here’s the recipe for corn 
wheat cakes. Those are the most deli¬ 
cious things. I made those for New 
Year’s Eve and served them with caviar. 
Just incredible. Oh, and grilled pizzas. 
Now, those are just delicious. I haven’t 
looked through this book in a while,” 
she confesses with a laugh as she seems 
almost to be discovering all her favorite 
recipes anew. 

“And, the ice creams. The peach 
one. The strawberry one. Did I put the 
strawberry ice cream recipe in here? Oh, 
here it is. It’s so good. So good!” 

Worthington’s authored 12 cook¬ 
books, and actually The Taste of 
Summer has been revised from a version 
she wrote in 1988. “I have just always 
been interested in food and flavor; I 
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think it’s just something innate,” she 
says. “I grew up with very simple food, 
and I was always thinking of different 
ideas. Interesting ideas. It came from 
within, because it wasn’t something my 
family was particularly interested in as I 
was growing up. But, I was always want¬ 
ing to try different ideas. Any trip I went 
on, I could tell you exactly what I ate.” 

With a master’s in counseling and 
rehabilitation, Worthington is also a 
graduate of the Cordon Bleu cooking 
school in London. Her career in cooking 
was launched when she was teaching 
cooking classes and a Los Angeles pub¬ 
lisher asked her to test recipes for a 
cookbook Dinah Shore was writing. As 
she talked with the publishers, she was 
repeatedly asked if she had her own idea 
for a cookbook, and she served up her 
first one, California Cuisine, as a result. 
In the years that followed, she authored 
a cookbook celebrating 1950s diner 
recipes, bistro-style recipes, and more. 

“I just really love the different ideas 
and different ways of cooking, whether 
it’s for a picnic, or a Sunday brunch, or 
a barbecue.” Worthington says. 
Mentioning barbecue triggers more 
juicy thoughts from The Taste of 
Summer. “I love the rib recipe. The 
grilled veal chops are spectacular. A dish 
everybody loves is the crispy roasted 
chicken with pesto marinade. It’s all 
very unintimidating. The soups in here 
are very clean, light and summery, too.” 

With each recipe, Worthington sug¬ 
gests accompanying dishes and bever¬ 
ages. And, with cooking tips and com¬ 
plete menu plans, summer entertaining 
and relaxing evenings with family are 
virtually fail-proof. 



(Makes 4 cups) 


Sometimes the whole is greater than the sum of its parts, as in this cross 
between a spicy vegetable salsa and a traditional guacamole. Beware: you'll 
love this crunchy dip. When I first prepared it, a few friends and I quickly 
consumed the whole bowl and wanted more. Crisp tortilla chips and some 
frosty margaritas, chilled beer, or wine are just right with this, followed by 
Tequila-Lime Grilled Shrimp and Cuban Black Beans. If you're not having 
margaritas or a well-chilled beer, something light and frivolous would be nice 
here, such as an off-dry Riesling, a Chenin Blanc, or a Gewurztraminer. 

2 large tomatoes 

(about 1 pound), peeled, seeded, and finely diced 
1/2 medium red sweet pepper, diced (about 1/2 cup) 

1/2 medium yellow sweet pepper, diced (about 1/2 cup) 

1 large carrot, peeled and diced (about 3/4 cup) 

1/2 cup corn kernels (from about 1 medium ear) 

2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh cilantro 
2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh Italian parsley 
1 jalapeho chile, seeded and finely chopped 
(Note: when working with chilies, always wear rubber gloves. 

Wash the cutting surface and knife immediately afterward.) 

2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice 
salt and freshly ground black pepper 
1 medium avocado, pitted, peeled and cut into 1/2-inch dice 
fresh cilantro leaves for garnish 

Combine all ingredients except the avocado in a medium bowl. Cover and 
refrigerate for 1 hour. Spoon into a serving bowl. Just before serving, gently 
stir in the avocado and taste 
for seasoning. Garnish with cilantro leaves. 

Advance preparation: The salsa may be prepared up to 4 hours ahead through 
Step 1 and refrigerated. 



The Taste of Summer 
Chronicle Books 

Reprinted with permission from The Taste of Summer, Chronicle Books. 
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Free Books Contest 


We would like to extend a big thank you to everyone who responded to our Free Books 
Contest. Your comments are always welcome and appreciated at Beyond the Cover. 

$150 winner 

T. S. Owness of Marshalltown, Iowa 

$50 winners 

Sarah Shoaib of Alhambra, California 
Sharron McCubbin of Swanton, Maryland 

T-Shirt winners 

Amanda Crist, Angel Jones, Anna Falbo, Bettie Jones, C. J. Mollenkamp, Carol Davis, 

D. Savage, Dennis DeBalso, Diane Grycz, Diane Shaffer, Dixie Reed, Dolores Flynn, 
Donna Kortje, Eileen Smith, Gail Ware, Greg Howard, Howard Hendricks, 

Janice Turnmire, Joanne Ballard, Joseph Barnes, Joyce Bennett, Kathleen Epperson, 
Kevin Carey, L V. Zuehlke, Lara Daly, Linda Wainer, Lisa Walters, Lois Wagner, 
Loralee Malone, Marilyn Rice, Marilyn Sanders, Mario Sanchez. Marjorie Koski, 
Mary Burt, Mary Masse, Nancy Coughlin, Nancy Stierwalt, Nancy VanEgtern, Ned Morris, 
P. J. Swiger, Phyllis Marker, Polly Ferrell, Robert Stephenson, Rose Thelen, Sarah Jones, 
Shelly Lambright, Theresa Blair, Toni Grzyeh, Vivian Sanders, Wilma Hooser 
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Lennon In America 

1971-1980, 

Based in part on the 
Lost Lennon Diaries 

An intimate, no-holds-barred 
look at the troubled life of 
a brilliant, gifted artist 

ISBN: 0-8154-1073-5 $27.95 
Cooper Square Press 
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Wrap Up S 


ummer 



C rafting is the easiest way to 
beat the heat! This selection 
of craft books will help fill 
your summer hours with 
fun pastimes. 

Making the New Baskets 

Even if you’ve never made a basket 
before, the author of this book firmly 
believes you’ll be crafting an extraordi¬ 
nary assortment that’s a contemporary 
work of art. This guide gets you think¬ 
ing of things in a new way with its 
focus on unexpected materials like 
cardboard, and film negatives. 

Illustrated sections explain basic 
techniques and tools needed, and 
before long you’ll feel confident enough 
to experiment. There are 40 projects by 
24 amazing designers. For example, 
weave paper around bamboo sticks to 
create a striking lantern for candles. 
Fill plastic tubing with beads and coil 


it for a sparkling design perfect for 
indoor or outdoor use. Or cut a cereal 
box into strips that can be woven 
together to make vivid, colorful pouch¬ 
es. From elaborate, stunning creations 
to uncommon uses of household mate¬ 
rials, there’s a basket-weaving project 
simple enough for everyone. 

Glass Painting Projects 

Adore the look of painted or 
etched glass but not its cost? Jane and 
John Dunsterville’s comprehensive 
book is designed to guide the beginner 
through the experienced artist through 
glass-painting and etching crafts. 
Whether etching monograms or stars 
into glasses, painting outdoor light fix¬ 
tures or creating breathtaking windows 
and doors, the Dunstervilles take readers 
through the processes and adventures. 

Detailed patterns, thorough—yet 
not hard-to-follow—instructions, and 


glorious photos of the process and fin¬ 
ished products will have you envision¬ 
ing stunning ways to decorate your 
home or create memorable gifts. You’ll 
see the dramatic difference decorative 
painting can make on everything from 
garage-sale, glass-topped tables to 
old mirrors. 

Two-Hour Teddy Bears 

Crafter Anita Louise Crane promises 
that it will only take two hours to cre¬ 
ate one of her adorable stuffed bears, in 
spite of the fact that the charming 
photos lead you to think the process is 
far more complicated. 

“I wanted each bear or bunny to 
appear as if they were stepping out of a 
storybook,” Crane says. Crafters of all 
ages will be able to see their versions of 
the cute animals step from the pages of 
Crane’s guide and into their hearts 
through easy-to-follow instructions. (2* 
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CREATIVE 

PUBLISHING 


Before you know it... 


summer will be gone and the holiday season will be here. 

Don’t wait for the leaves to turn before starting your hol¬ 
iday projects. With books from Creative Publishing 
international you’ll be creating spooky costumes 
and ghostly Halloween decorations, as well as dec¬ 
orating your home and entertaining the entire 
neighborhood for rite holidays. With the right 
books this will be your best holiday season ever. 
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Make it Merry 

US$19.95 

ISBN 0-86573-176-4 


Look for these and 
other craft titles from 
Creative Publishing 
international at your 
favorite bookstores. 


Christmas Crafts 
& Entertaining 

US $24.95 


Holiday Theme 
Parties 

US $24.95 


Halloween 

Decorating 

US$16.95 

ISBN 0-86573-415-1 


Halloween Costumes 

US$16.95 

ISBN 0-86573-317-1 


Tis the Season 

US$16.95 


ISBN 0-86573-178-0 


ISBN 0-86573-342-2 


ISBN 0-86573-417-8 
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Life, Love, and 
Southern Gentlemen 


From the bestselling author of Charming the Prince 

Teresa Medeiros 

“A beautiful, enchanting fairy tale 

that is guaranteed to sweep you away.” 

—Kristin Hannah, author of On Mystic Lake 
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BY CINDY KELLY 


T here’s something to the 
Southern gentlemen’s mys¬ 
tique that fascinates women 
everywhere, so author and 
Louisiana resident Jennifer Blake dis¬ 
covered on trips North. 

“I didn’t realize quite what an 
appeal this mystique had until I started 
going to New York. All of these girls, 
especially in the promotions depart¬ 
ment, were just fascinated and they 
wanted to know ‘Are they really like 
that?’ Well, OK, let me expound a lit¬ 
tle,” Blake laughs. 

And expound she did! Blake used 
her answers and experience with 
Southern men to produce the Benedict 
series, romantic suspense with men 
from the Benedict family of Turn- 
Coupe, LA., as the heroes and central 
characters. “I wanted to show different 
types of Southern men. I also wanted 
to correct to a certain extent the idea 
of the Southern redneck—the good ole 
boy. I wanted to show that they had a 
little class even though they do have 
some of the better aspects of the good 
ole boy. I did want to show that the 
Louisiana gentleman is alive and well 
in the modern age.” 

This month Blake adds Roan , fol¬ 
lowing Luke (1999) and Kane (1998). 
Roan Benedict is the sheriff of the 
small community where his family has 
lived since the state was first settled. 
When a woman brandishing a pistol 
leaps from the back of a wrecked van, 
the sheriff orders her to drop the gun. 
When she doesn’t, he fires, wounding 
her. What Roan doesn’t know is that 
the woman is a kidnapping victim try¬ 
ing to conceal her real identity because 
her ex-fiancee is behind the crime and 
wants her dead. Faking a case of amne¬ 


sia, Tory hopes to hide out in Turn- 
Coupe for a while. But love turns her 
stay into that of a lifetime as she and 
the sheriff first find trust, then attrac¬ 
tion and eventually a would-be mur¬ 
derer. 

When Blake, who has published 
more than 50 books since she began in 
1970, decided to write about the strong 
Southern type, she didn’t really have to 
look far for prototypes. “Not strictly 
speaking, probably Roan is more like 
my husband than any of the others,” 
Blake says. Blake followed the tradition 
of many women in her family when she 
married her husband in 1957 at the 
age of 15. His large family and their 
special closeness are echoed in the 
Benedict series. “My husband is one of 
8 and he has three brothers. When my 
children were all small, we lived in a 
family enclave,” Blake describes. “His 
dad had land and basically all his sons 
built on the land. So it’s very similar to 
the description of the family and chil¬ 
dren in ( Roan ).” 

And will more of the family’s story 
get told? “Absolutely! I’m now writing 
about Clay. Clay shows up in Roan. 
And I put him there of course because 
I did want to do him,” Blake answers. 
“He has a little part in Luke. That’s 
what I’m working on right now, he 
gets kidnapped. I like twists of that sort 
because it keeps my interest up as well.”C2 



“A beguiling blend of 
magic and myth.” 

-Tami Hoag 







1-55204-244-3 
Eight Cassettes 
Unabridged, $29.99 


A mix of suspense, forensic 
science, romance, and mystery, 
a real page tumeL 


The Innocents Club 

Taylor Smith 
1-55204-229-4 
Eight Cassettes 
Unabridged, $29.99 
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It Could Only Be 

Lori Wick and her 


Book#i 

A run in with a 
female deputy brings 
an unpredictable romance 
and a journey of faith 
to a rugged cowboy. 
ISBN: 0 - 7369 - 0104-3 
$ 10.99 


A Texas Sky 
Book #2 

Two lives are are unexpectedly 
thrown together as they learn 
to trust the Lord in new ways 
ISBN: 0 - 7369 - 0187-6 
$ 10.99 A 
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